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THE 3RD NEWSLETTER OF THE TRECE
PROJECT
THE THIRD TRANSNATIONAL MEETING OF THE
TRECE PROJECT
Under the ERASMUS + programme of the European Union the TRECE
Project-Training for Energy Consumers Empowerment continues on, even
during the Covid-19 Pandemic and at the end of November 2020 organised the
second Transnational Meeting.
The project is being carried out by a Consortium of 5 entities from 5 different
European countries:
– SGS TECNOS (Spain) as a leader of the Project together with:
– CRES – The Centre for Renewable Energy Sources and Saving, Greece.
– ENERO – Center for the Promotion of Clean and Efﬁcient Energy, Romania.
– Sofena – Soﬁa Energy Agency, Bulgaria.
– LEAG – Local Energy Agency of Gorenjska: energy management and use of
Renewable Energy Sources, Slovenia

The meeting that took place online due to the traveling restrictions, discussed
the status and next steps of the project, starting with a review of the project
done by SGS, on all the activities that were already carried out until now.

The next item on the list was the evaluation of the training program that was
completed by all partners and that will follow a process of cross checking to
ensure that there are no overlapping themes. Also, after this ﬁnal evaluation,
each country will translate in the local language each of the 6 modules that will
be accompanied by a teaching guide for tutors (in development).
CRES presented the TRECE MOOC digital platform that was available for
testing in detail by all partners. The results of the testing and the follow-up steps
were addressed in a separate meeting in order for the learning process to be as
easy and as intuitive as possible.
ENERO, being responsible for the dissemination and communication plan,
presented the implementation objectives and the future actions, the results in
social media, presentation materials (digital and printed), collaborations with the
specialised media and newsletters to the interested parties. One of the items in
discussion was the project’s brochure that was transferred to a more digital
friendly version, now available for download in all the consortium’s languages
at http://trece.eu/trece-brochure/

WE ARE ALREADY LOOKING FORWARD TO THE NEXT MEETINGS THAT

SHOULD REVOLVE AROUND THE FIRST EXTERNAL TESTING OF THE TRECE
TRAINING MOOC PLATFORM.

TRECE MEETING

For more information on the project please contact the
project leader SGS at Mercedes.Rodriguez@sgs.com or
visit
the
project
website
This project has been funded with support from the
European Commission. This publication reﬂects the
views only of the author, and the Commission cannot
be held responsible for any use which may be made of
the information contained therein.

NEWS FROM THE CONSORTIUM
ROMANIA: UPGRADE YOUR HOME APPLIANCES & EQUIPMENT!
The Romanian Environment Fund Administration announced the launch in
December 2020 of the new edition of the national “Scrap” program for home
appliances & equipment, a concept that involves replacing used equipment with
more energy-efficient one. The program aims to offer benefits to those who will
take the opportunity to upgrade their home appliances and it is also beneficial
for the environment. There is RON 75 million (cca 15 mil Euro) in the budget for

vouchers with values between 200 and 500 lei, depending on the type
of appliance purchased (1 Euro= c.a. 4.9 Ron).
The enrolment in the program is simple for any internet user: people who want
to beneﬁt from discounts must access the e-application from the AFM website
and follow the steps, carefully ﬁlling out their data. After ﬁlling out the forms, the
buyer goes directly to the merchant and acquires the desired equipment, based
on the e-voucher they received. The amount of the voucher is deducted from
the ﬁnal invoice value, and the old equipment is handed over when the new one
is delivered. The vouchers can only be used for the same kind of appliance,
meaning that if one gets a voucher for an old refrigerator, it can only be used to
buy a new refrigerator (not a vacuum cleaner or a laptop). Also, the new
appliances must follow certain speciﬁcations in terms of quality and have a
minimum energy efﬁciency rating of A or in some cases A++. One can purchase
multiple products with discount vouchers, but only a single product from each
category per customer, and a maximum 50% of the value of the new equipment
can be ﬁnanced through vouchers.
The program was implemented in 3 stages, each stage for a 1 set of
appliances/equipments. The ﬁrst two that were opened had a budget of 30 mil
Ron each (approx 5. Mil euro), budget that was completely allocated in less
than 90min (ﬁrst stage) and less 35 min (second stage).
In 2019, the “Scrap for appliances” program also beneﬁted from a budget of 40
million lei, based on which Romanians had the opportunity to buy a new, more
efﬁcient product – from washing machines or dish washing machines to air
conditioners or refrigerators / freezers and televisions, etc. Ofﬁcial data on this
program shows that a total of 49,118 applications for 89,193 vouchers were
approved and more than 60,000 old/used/inefﬁcient equipment were taken out
of service.

CEB AND BUCHAREST : SECTOR 6 AGREE ON A € 21 MILLION LOAN
The Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB) and Sector 6 of the
Municipality of Bucharest, Romania agreed in December 2020 on a
€ 21 million loan to support energy efﬁciency improvements to residential and
public education buildings, the construction of new social housing units, and
enhanced social assistance facilities for vulnerable groups.
CEB ﬁnancing will contribute to:
Retroﬁtting more than 100 multi-family residential buildings and thirteen
state
schools
and
kindergarten
buildings.
Construction and retroﬁtting of eight after-school facilities and
kindergartens to ‘nearly-zero-energy buildings’

Construction

of

246

social

housing,

energy

efﬁcient

units.

Operation of a food bank and a social canteen for vulnerable groups living
in Sector 6, such as elderly persons, single mothers with children, ethnic
Roma, and unemployed or people with disabilities.

SLOVENIA: ‘FIT FOR 55’ PACKAGE FOR SOCIALLY JUST TRANSITION
The EU Commission presented the package on 14 July 2021.’Fit for 55′ refers
to the at least 55% emission reduction target which the EU has set for 2030.
The proposed package aims to bring the EU’s climate and energy legislation in
line with the 2030 goal. The package of proposals aims at providing a coherent
and balanced framework for reaching the EU’s climate objectives that is fair and
socially just, maintains and strengthens innovation and competitiveness of EU
industry while ensuring a level playing ﬁeld vis-à-vis third country economic
operators and underpins the EU’s position as leading the way in the global ﬁght
against climate change.
While in the medium- to long-term, the beneﬁts of EU climate policies clearly
outweigh the costs of this transition, climate policies risk putting extra pressure
on vulnerable households, micro-enterprises and transport users in the short
run. The design of the policies in today’s package therefore fairly spreads the
costs of tackling and adapting to climate change.
In addition, carbon pricing instruments raise revenues that can be reinvested to
spur innovation, economic growth, and investments in clean technologies. A
new Social Climate Fund is proposed to provide dedicated funding to Member
States to help citizens ﬁnance investments in energy efﬁciency, new heating
and cooling systems, and cleaner mobility. The Social Climate Fund would be
ﬁnanced by the EU budget, using an amount equivalent to 25% of the expected
revenues of emissions trading for building and road transport fuels. It will
provide €72.2 billion of funding to Member States, for the period 2025-2032,
based on a targeted amendment to the multiannual ﬁnancial framework. With a
proposal to draw on matching Member State funding, the Fund would mobilise
€144.4 billion for a socially fair transition.
The beneﬁts of acting now to protect people and the planet are clear: cleaner
air, cooler and greener towns and cities, healthier citizens, lower energy use
and bills, European jobs, technologies and industrial opportunities, more space

for nature, and a healthier planet to hand over to future generations. The
challenge at the heart of Europe’s green transition is to make sure the beneﬁts
and opportunities that come with it are available to all, as quickly and as fairly
as possible. By using the different policy tools available at EU level we can
make sure that the pace of change is sufﬁcient, but not overly disruptive.
Source: https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/ﬁt-for-55/

Proposed measures to reduce energy poverty during COVID-19

With the support of nine organisations, the Focus Association sent a call to the
Government of the Republic of Slovenia to curb the increase in energy poverty
due to the Covid-19 epidemic through anti-crown measures.
Unemployment due to COVID-19, schooling and work from home has
increased energy use and consequently the risk of energy poverty.
The measures proposed in the call to the government are as follows:

1. To prohibit disconnection from electricity and gas for the duration of the
epidemic
Many countries across Europe have adopted a measure banning power
outages as one of the measures in the COVID-19 epidemic. Therefore, a
similar arrangement is proposed for Slovenia, as it would provide vulnerable
groups with slightly greater security during the epidemic.
2. For the payment of increased energy costs of at least EUR 100 funding
Funding should be provided at least for households receiving social assistance
or security allowance, and it would be even better if all those who slightly
exceed the threshold for receiving social support were also eligible for support
for higher energy costs, as they are often in a situation where they are difﬁcult
or unable to pay for energy costs.
3. To repay debts to energy suppliers
The group of signatories calls on the government to repay energy debt to
energy suppliers if the accumulation of energy debt has occurred due to
customer unemployment or a signiﬁcant reduction in its revenue during the
Covid-19 epidemic. If this is not possible, the government should at least
introduce the right to defer payment of energy costs.

4. To prohibit disconnection in winter

They call on the government, in addition to the above-mentioned measures to
curb the increase in energy poverty due to the Covid-19 epidemic, to legislate a
ban on disconnection from energy between 1 October and 31 March t. j. during
the heating season, similarly to many other countries in Europe.
The proposed anti-crown measures to curb the increase in energy poverty
would alleviate the material situation of vulnerable households. The Local
Energy Agency of Gorenjska supports these proposals.

BULGARIA: POWERPOOR – EMPOWERING ENERGY POOR CITIZENS
THROUGH JOINT ENERGY INITIATIVES
Energy poverty is a widespread problem in Bulgaria, in most regions and in
various demographic groups. According to the statistics in 2018 33.7% of the
households were unable to keep their homes sufﬁciently heated while the
corresponding EU average is 7.3%, and 30.1% had overdue utility bills, while
the respective EU average is 6.6%. The national policy instruments for
combating energy poverty are implemented at local level by municipalities and
mainly focused on ﬁnancial measures related to the use of social tariff for
electricity.

In September 2020 the implementation of a 3-year Horizon 2020 project
POWERPOOR has started with SOFENA as a project partner. The project
targets energy poverty alleviation, by leading the way in supporting energy poor
citizens to implement energy efﬁciency interventions and participate in joint

energy initiatives, through the development of support programmes and ICTdriven tools.
Bulgaria is one of the pilot countries in the project with the ambitious goal to
raise the awareness by training in several cycles of at least 145 energy
supporters and mentors. They have to provide support to energy poor citizens
to better understand their energy use, implement energy efﬁciency interventions
and learn about energy communities. They will also provide online consultations
via help desk and accomplish over 800 home visits to energy poor households

In June and July 2021 two trainings of over 80 supporters and mentors took
place and during the next month two more trainings will be conducted in the
country.
Local Energy Poverty Ofﬁces will be established in the city of Soﬁa and in the
city of Plovdiv for providing and disseminating information, leaﬂets, brochures,
etc. to energy poor citizens about installing renewable energy sources, for
encouraging more energy efﬁcient behaviour, practices and habits.
As a result of the project activities in the next years over 200 thousand citizens
will be involved in the project, over 80 thousand households will change their

behavior, out of which at least 30 thousand energy poor ones and at least 3000
households will be included in programmes for alleviating energy poverty in
Bulgaria.
For more information: http://www.powerpoor.eu/
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